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their retreat. The Jews, the richest, the most enlightened,
the most learned of the old inhabitants of Spain, were not only
tolerated, but highly honoured by the new rulers. The Jews,
indeed, had probably invited and had certainly welcomed the
Arabs into Spain. They had assisted the invaders in their
early struggles, and had furnished garrisons for many southern
cities when the main body of the Moslem army was pressing
forward to occupy the more northern districts. And they were
not forgotten by the victors when the Moslem occupation was
complete.1 Yet cruelly injured as they had been by the
kings and councils of the Visigoths, the Jews were generous in
the hour of their victory; and we hear no word of Christians,
lay or ecclesiastic, being persecuted by Jews in the day of
their power and their influence at the court of the Moslem.
Nor did the Christians suffer in any way, on account of their
religion, at the hands of the Moors. Many Romans and
Visigoths embraced Islam, aspiring to positions of honour or
profit in the State. The slave who pronounced the Kalmah*
secured his immediate freedom; but those who set their
Christianity above honour or profit were at liberty not only
to maintain their ancient faith, but to profess and follow it in
public. Churches were retained by the Christians in every
city of the Peninsula; and Mass was celebrated day by day,
according to the Gothic ritual,3 under the protection of the
Moslem authorities. The only burden to which the Christian
or Mozarab was exposed, from which the True Believer was
free, was that of a small annual tribute or poll tax. In every
other respect not only perfect toleration but nominal equality
was the rule*of the Arab in Spain.4 In the early days of the

1 Among the public functionaries under the Ommeyad Caliphs of Cordova, we
find one who bore the title of K&tib of protection, who was charged with the
special protection of the persons and interests of Jews and Christians, "and it
may be said without exaggeration that, so long as this office existed, no Christian
nor Jew ever needed the assistance of the great," Gayangos, ii., 102-111.

2 In full fCalimatu'sh shah&dat, the creed of Islam.   The entire sentence does
not occur in the Koran.    But the first clause known as ndft wa isbdt, the rejection
and the affirmation, in verse 21 of chapter xlvii. ; and the second clause in verse 29
of chapter xlviii.   For the somewhat similar affirmation or declaration of the
Hebrews, see Deuteronomy vi. 4.

3 The Romish Missal did not take the place of the Gothic until over four
hundred years later.    See^orf, chapter xxii.

4 See Dozy, Recherches, torn. i., pp. 78-89.   As to the liberty and prosperity
enjoyed by the Spanish Christians under the Moslem Caliphs of Cordova, see
Viardot, JBssai, i., 67-75, where it is justly remarked that our admiration for the
tolerance displayed by the Spanish Moslems should be the greater when we
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